Raup – PHOT 65a

Process of Re-Touching Photographs – Assignment #3
I re-touched all 3 photographs, and finally began to get the hang of it by the 3rd attempt.  

Attempt #1 was the little boy.  Kate helped me get started in class, but I couldn’t remember all the steps and techniques when I worked on my own!  However, I did pick up on how incredible the Patch Tool is.  In comparison, the Clone Stamp Tool was very tedious, and I was clumsy with it.  I found it impossible to make straight edges, and I had a hard time figuring out where the “source” color was coming from!

Attempt #2, the little girl, went much easier.  The most incredible technique here was the one outlined in the assignment as Technique A.  I used the dust and scratches ﬁlter, and increased the intensity “until all the cracks and ﬂaws are blurred”. I took a “snapshot” of this, and then I undid the blur. With the history brush, I re-painted the blurred image. Finally, I painted the dusts and scratches away.  However, I was NOT able to figure out how to use the darken blending mode at all.

Attempt #3, which was submitted online, was the man.  The biggest challenge was his sports’ jacket, with its plaid pattern.  I used the Patch Tool, even though I realized that many times the plaid was no longer matching!  I used the Clone Stamp Tool to touch up scratches, and the Healing Brush came in handy to smooth out larger areas.  The challenge, for me, was to even the color in the background, and I was not totally successful.  To finalize the photo, I tried to create a vignette, but didn’t know how.  Then I tried to crop the image, to eliminate the rough edges, but I wasn’t happy with that.  Finally, I increased the canvas size, and then found I could erase away the worst of the damage!  I tried adding a gradient filter, or any of the blends, but none seemed to work out.  Instead, to dress the photo up a little, I added a frame, and then a larger frame.  Last of all, I added a stroke blend – this was the touch I needed to eliminate the rough edges, and it brought some color back into the picture.  Once I posted my image online, I discovered some yellowish patches that I hadn’t noticed before.  Also, there’s a little of the rough edges left, and I’m still not pleased with the background colorations.  However, I feel extremely satisfied with what I WAS able to achieve!!
