3. What was the battle of Kulikovo, and why was it significant?
The Battle of Kulikovo took place in 1380 between the Russians and the Mongols, and it was a determining battle in the relationship between these two peoples.  The Mongols had arrived as early as 1223, as told by the Chronicles, the main source of history written at the time,
 but had not done real damage until the destruction of Kiev in 1240.  Kiev was already on its downhill path by then, especially after having been ransacked by Prince Andrew/Andrei Bogoliubskii, the prince of Tver and Suzdal, in 1169.  Nevertheless, the assault of the Mongols was so sudden and so decisive that it in effect put the lid on any efforts by the Kievan civilization to rise again.  Instead, the powerful people around Russia rallied to their local appanage, or “the separate holdings of an individual prince.”
  What seemed like a natural reaction in time turned into a disaster for Russia, because the Mongols were able to take advantage of their disorganization, and their lack of cohesion or even communication.  The Mongols made lightning-fast attacks, and they were brutal – wiping out entire communities, ransacking all agricultural sustenance, and scaring the dickens out of everyone.  The Kievan culture collapsed in no time, and the other appanages that survived learned to live in obsequiousness, with relationships of bribery and connivery.  

What was so different about the Battle of Kulikovo is that it was the first success that anyone in Russia had had against their common enemy.  What’s more, it was fought by the Prince of Moscow, Dmitrii Donskoi, against an army that out-manned them, and it was fought surprisingly well. Many lives were lost, but the mileage gained in emotional pride and relief was well-worth any price.  As Prof. Davison says, “At Kulikovo, on the Don River (hence Dmitrii's sobriquet, Donskoi, of the Don), a Russian army of 150,000 men defeated a slightly (200,000 men) large Golden Horde army. It was the first time that the Russians had successfully fought against the Horde, and it proved that the Horde was not invincible. It also made Donskoi a hero for all of the Russians to rally around, as they increasingly did.”
  
Sad to say, that wasn’t the end of the story for the princes of Russia.  They lost other battles soon thereafter, and continued to pay homage and bribery/”security” fees for many years after.  In fact, the Mongol menace, as experienced by the Russians, continued to plague them for another 100 years, though the onus was off.  Increasingly the princes found ways to avoid total subservience, with each appanage settling the score in its own way.  By 1480, however, it was safe enough for Ivan the III to renounce all ties to the Mongol khan.
  By then, the Mongol tribes had splintered so much so that “By 1500, the Golden Horde had largely fallen under the control of the Crimean Tatars.”  That is, they themselves were besieged and bewildered.  
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