1. What was the Ulozhenie, and how did it change the structure of Russian society?
The Ulozhenie was one of the most successful of Aleksei Mikhailovich’s domestic reforms.  Implemented in 1649, this new law code revised and expanded the code called the Sudebnik, created in 1550 by Ivan IV,  “… provided the first systematization of Muscovite laws since 1550,” (Riasanovsky, p. 165), and was not superseded until 1835, under the reign of Nicholas I.  In many ways a very successful document, it nonetheless had a terrible downside: it had the effect of “enserfing” the peasant population in a way that had not been formalized up until then.  Previously, the peasant could work off the master’s land for up to 2 weeks a year, and thereby earn a little income to supplement the starvation subsistence under which the serf lived.  However, by the 1640s this time off had dwindled down to no more that 1day/year.  Now Aleksei, a man not noted for his tyranny or treachery, added restrictions, and defined practices which were not removed until the Emancipation of the serfs in 1861 by Alexander II.  In effect, by formalizing the practices that had evolved, he closed the door on a better solution, and left the frustrations and outright angers against this unjust system to simmer and fester until they boiled over in the uprisings a century and a half away.  Sad to say, even the emancipation of 1861 was insufficient for the need.  Giving the peasant only ½ of the amount of land they had previously survived on, and requiring an onorous indebtedness to the state, or giving a land portion of only ¼ the previous amount without the financial leash, were remedies that only made things worse.  They were so far below what was needed and expected, that the sudden loosening of servitude’s bonds only strengthened the resolve of the revolutionists.  Alexander II paid the ultimate price when he was assassinated in March of 1881 by the People’s Will.  How ironic, that the father of Peter the Great, Aleksei Mikhailovich, is the author of a document that has now come to represent all that Peter the Great’s ambitions and endeavors seem to oppose.
