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    Subject: Some strange string behavior  

Karen Zeller 

Messages: 50 
Location: Palo Alto 

I'm working on Lab 2, #3 which takes input from fields in the form and does string
manipulation and validation.

We're supposed to compare first and last names and if first comes earlier in the
alphabet, it appears first, and if last appears earlier, than it appears first in the output.

Now using:

 $fname = strtok($name, " ");
    $lname = strtok(" ");
    $test =strcasecmp($fname,lname);

When I look at the vlaue of $test, I get weird numbers such as 13 or 2, whereas the
documentation says that this function should return either 0, <0, or >0.

For example when input the name "Steve Alpha" and echo $fname and $lname, I get
"Steve" and "Alpha" as two separate strings, but when I echo $test, I get the number
7, where I would expect -1 (or some negative number.)

Thanks

Karen

   

10-27-
2009 17:07:22:PM

    Subject: Re:Some strange string behavior  

Agnes Berthillier 

Messages: 28 
Location: Mountain
View, CA, USA 

The manual states

Returns < 0 if str1 is less than str2 ; > 0 if str1 is greater than str2 , and 0 if they
are equal. 
 

Since Steve comes later in the alphabet than Alpha I would expect strcasecmp("Steve",
"Alpha") to return a positive value. 7 is positive, so things seem to work as expected.
Whre do you see a problem?

The only thing you want to do with test in your code is
if ($test > 0) {
  <one thing>
} else {
  <another thing>
}
anyway. While probably meaningful in the larger sense of the term the exact values
returned are irrelevant to the end user.

Agnès 
"All true wealth is biological." Lois McMaster Bujold, Mirror Dance

   

10-28-
2009 14:46:15:PM

    Subject: Re:Some strange string behavior  

Karen Zeller This is looking at strcasecmp()

The strange behavior is when I input a name "arnold edward" I would expect it to say
the last name is bigger, with this code:

 if (strcasecmp($fname, $lame) > 0)
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     echo "first name bigger";
     else echo "last name bigger";

According to the logic that the "e" is later in the alphabet. However I get output:

"first name bigger"

When I refresh and resubmit a NEW name: "edward arnold," I get:

"first name bigger"

So there is some inconsistency here......

   

10-28-
2009 20:01:00:PM

    Subject: Re:Some strange string behavior  

Anita Whitehill 

Messages: 48 

Please check:

http://www.w3schools.com/PHP/func_string_strcasecmp.asp

http://php.oregonstate.edu/manual/en/function.strcasecmp.php

http://www.plus2net.com/php_tutorial/string-compare.php

$fname="arnold";

$lname="edward";

echo strcasecmp($fname,$lname);

if (strcasecmp($fname, $lname) > 0)

echo "first name bigger";

else echo "last name bigger";

or

$fname="edward";

$lname="arnold";

echo strcasecmp($fname,$lname);

if (strcasecmp($fname, $lname) > 0)

echo "first name bigger";

else echo "last name bigger";
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